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See old maps, genealogical records, images, and videos come together to create stunning time travel experiences in Google Earth. Explore ancestor neighborhoods across decades. Tell time travel stories that excite non-genealogist relatives!
Download Google Earth Pro for free:

http://www.google.com/earth/download/gep/agree.html
Note: Google Earth Pro still requires a license key. Use your email address and the key GEPFREE to sign in.
Historic Maps in Google Earth

There are approximately 150 historic maps buried in the Google Earth Layers panel! The maps come from the expansive David Rumsey collection and can be found in the Gallery in the Layers panel. Select the box and the icons appear on the map. Click an icon to reveal the map details. Click the map thumbnail image and the map will spread across Google Earth matching up to the modern day geography as closely as possible. Download even more Rumsey maps by clicking the “download links to all Rumsey Historical Maps” link at the bottom of any map window. They will download to your Temporary Places folder in the Places panel. Simply click and drag them into My Places to save them long term. Be sure to save your My Places before closing Google Earth (FILE > SAVE > SAVE MY PLACES)
The Historical Imagery Tool

Another way to travel back in time is to use the Historical Imagery tool found in the Google Earth toolbar. Experiment with viewing your neighborhood, your home town, and the locations where your ancestors lived to see how they have changed over time. You’ll find some of the oldest imagery in Europe (circa World War II.)
Historical Imagery Tours to Download:

http://www.google.com/earth/explore/showcase/historical.html 
Historic County Boundaries

At the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries website http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/  you will find a downloadable KMZ file that works beautifully in Google Earth. In the menu click the “Download Files” link, select “Download U.S. Files,” and under “US Historical Counties (1629-2000) click on the file you want. (I selected KMZ 46 MB under “Generalized”) The file will open in Google Earth’s Places panel. When using the boundary files, I recommend unchecking the title box and then just checking the state you want to use to avoid slowing down Google Earth.

Google Gallery

The Google Gallery button is on the Layers title bar. Click it, and the Gallery page will slide onto the 3D viewer. Here you’ll a wide variety of KML files created by Google Earth enthusiasts. Of particular interest to time travellers is the Culture & History section. Click the link and you can download the KML / KMZ files of interest to you. Click the “View” button at the bottom of the item description to add it to your Google Earth. Overlays will appear at the bottom of the Layers panel, while “tours” will appear in My Places under Temporary files. Here are some examples:
In Defence (sic) of Britain
“In this extremely comprehensive KML, you can view Britain's wartime landscape. The file shows thousands of sites that played a part in defending Britain. Each placemark contains a description of the site's function, current condition, and where available photographic evidence. Viewing Tip: Avoid turning on all folders at the same time as this may cause the application to slow down.”

Nez Perce Historic Trail

“Retrace the routes used by the Nez Perce Indians and U.S. military forces during the summer of 1877. This interactive map corresponds with the US Forest Service suggested Auto Tour Route. In the states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming and Montana, over 1500 miles of federal, state and county roads have been designated as the Nez Perce National Historic Trail Auto Route. The auto route consists of three-season, all weather roadways ranging from high-standard gravel segments to portions of Interstate 15 and 90. Nez Perce National Historic Trail signs have been erected along the primary auto route and two alternate segments. Nez Perce Trail Foundation, US Forest Service, Nez Perce Indian Tribe.”
Customized Family History Tours
Select a story to tell. Don’t bite off more than you can chew. Take good story telling guidelines into account when selecting your topic and determining its parameters. Think in terms of chapters rather than an entire book.
The Starting Place: Creating a Tour Folder in My Places

Create a folder for your tour in the My Places panel before beginning to build the tour.  This will allow you to save items into the folder as you go which will keep you organized.  It will also make it easier to save and share your tour later.
How to Create a Folder:

1. In the Places panel click once on My Place to highlight it
2. Right-click and select ADD, then select NEW FOLDER

3. Name the folder, and then add a description of what the tour will cover if you wish

4. Click OK to close the dialogue box

5. Now the folder appears in your Places panel
6. Whenever you add content for your tour, click the folder once to highlight it

X Marks the Spot: Adding Life Event Icons to Your Map

The foundation component of the Family History Tour is the Placemark which you will use to mark the events that occurred in the lives of your ancestors.  Customize the icons to represent the event you are documenting.  Here are just a few life events to consider marking on your map:

· Birthplace

· Place of Marriage

· Residences / Land Holdings

· Departure and Arrival Ports

· Places of business

· Place of Death

How to Create a Placemark:

1. In the Places panel click the tour folder once to highlight it

2. Zoom to the location where you want to add content

3. Click the Placemark button in the Google Earth toolbar

4. Name the placemark and add a description of what it will include if you wish

5. Click OK to close the placemark dialogue box

6. Now the placemark appears in your tour folder and on the map.

7. To edit the placemark so you can add additional content, right-click the placemark in the Places panel and select PROPERTIES

8. When done click the OK button at the bottom of the placemark dialogue box

How to Edit a Placemark:

1. Right-click on the placemark on the map or in MyPlaces

2. Select “Properties”

3. The dialogue box will open and can then be edited.

4. When done, click OK

Bring Your Tour into Focus: Adding Images

Photos, documents and other images that can be scanned and saved to your computer as an image file. These can then be hosted online and added to Placemarks, including but not limited to:

· Family Photos

· Old Postcards

· Census Records

· Vital Record Certificates

· Diary pages

You can use a free website such as www.photobucket.com to host your image and create the html embed code you will need, or you can host the image on your own website and use the ADD IMAGE button in the placemark dialogue box.

Video Voodoo: Create Magic by Adding Video to Your Tour

Video adds interest and excitement to the Family History Story you are telling in your tour.  Videos are added to Placemarks with the embed code found on sites like YouTube for the individual video.  Upload your digitized old home movies to YouTube to host the video and create the embed code. 

In addition to home movies, consider looking for relevant footage from the following websites by searching on keywords:

· YouTube at www.youtube.com 

· The Internet Archive (Moving Images Tab) at www.archive.org/details/movies 

Recording Your Tour

The Record a Tour feature in Google Earth can be easily accessed by clicking the button in the toolbar that looks like a camcorder.  You will have the option to record with or without voice.  If you wish to narrate your tour (which I highly recommend) consider writing your script ahead of time so that you will know exactly where you want to go and your presentation will be smooth and easy to follow. 

How to Record a Tour in Google Earth:

1. Click the Record A Tour button in the Toolbar
2. Click the Red dot button for visual only, Click the microphone for visual and voice

3. Click each item in order to zoom in and reveal content

4. Click the Record button again to stop

5. Click the Save button

6. Name Tour, Describe Tour and Click OK

7. Recording appears in Places Panel
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